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IV An Account of the Mifchiefs enfuing the jwallow* 
big of the Siones of Bullace and Sloes: By the Re¬ 
verend William Derham, Prebend of Windfor, 
and F. R. S. 

A Mong the Accounts which the Royal Society hath 
had of the Mifchiefs enfuing the fwallowing of 
divers forts of Stones, \ do not remember any Cafe 
wherein the lefler Stones of Fruits (fuch as Sloes parti¬ 
cularly and Bullace) have produced any dangerous 
Symptoms, efpecially in the Stomach alone. The larger 
Stones, I know, of Prunes, and other great Plumbs, have 
produced very fatal Effe&s ; but the lefTer Stones of 
Sloes, Cherries, &c. many fwallow rather out of choice? 
than with any apprehenfions of Danger, thinking them 
ufeful in preventing a Surfeit from the Fruit. But the 
following Cafe will fliew the Danger even of thefe 
lefTer Stones. And I have acquainted the Society with 
it, on purpofe to prevent Dangers, if it fhould be 
thought fit to publifh it in the Tranfattions, for a warning 
to others., 

The Cafe is this. About two Years ago the Man- 
Servant of a Neighbouring Clergyman complained to 
me of exceflive Pains in and about his Stomach ; that he 
lay under a great Deje&ion of Appetite; and whenever 
he car, that he could not retain it, but in a little time 
vomited it up. By which means he was, inafhort time, 
reduced to a very low and Janguifhing Condition, in- 
fomuch as they began to defpair of his Life. 

Upon this he applied himfelf to fome Pra&itioners in 
Phyfick: One of which ply’d him with ftrong Vomits 
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eight Days together, with very little Signs of Succeft. 
But fome time afcer, haying Qccafion to ride fomewhat 
more thaw ordinary, he found himfelf very fore in his 
Stomach, and Sick ; which ending in violent Vomiting 
and Straining, brought up the firft Stones he ever per¬ 
ceived to come from him, which were about Twenty 
in number; 

After this he had frequent returns of the Vomiting 
up of Bullace and Sloe-Stones, efpecially upon ftrong 
Exercifes; particularly moving and (looping much in 
Weeding in the Garden ; in Riding alfo, although it 
was only to water his Mailer’s Horfe. Upon thefe 
Occafions he would be feized with acute Pains in his 
Stomach, and foon after Vomit up more of thofe 
Stones. 

He hath counted above One hundred and twenty 
Bullace and Sloe-Stones that have been difcharged; and 
many others he could not number, by reafon they 
came up when he was in Riding or in his Bufinefs. He 
is not yet free of them, but is in Pain oftentimes, and 
Vomits them up, efpecially in Riding ; but after he hath 
difeharged them, he is much eafier for a while. He 
commonly brings up a (limy Matter with them, mixed 
with Blood or fomething very like Blood. 

The Caufejof all this Difafler the Man allures him- 
felf was this, namely, being in his Youth a great lover of 
Fruit, he ufed greedily to devour all forts he could come 
at, and Bullace and Sloes being the eafieft to be gotten, 
he ufed to ingurgitate great quantities of them, without 
evacuating many of the Stones by Stool, as he well re¬ 
members, and as he obferved others did. Thefe Stones 
he thinks have lain in his Stomach (Tome of them at 
leafU above ten Years ; but he felt no Pains till about 
four Years ago. And thofe at firfl were not fo violent, 
nor attended with fuch fevere Fits of vomiting, and 
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lofs of Appetite, as they by degrees came to be after¬ 
wards. 

Thus having related the Cafe as the Matv-told it me, 
1 ihall leave the /Etiology.of it to the learned Phyfici- 
ans, it being fufficient for me to relate the matters of 
Fad, and thereby teftifie .the Duty and Refpeds owing 
to the Society by 

Their mofl obedient 
Humble Servant, 

W. Derham. 


Y. ObferYations and Experiments relating to the Mo¬ 
tion of the Sap in Vegetables . <By Mr, Richard 

Bradley, R, S. S. 

O F Plants in general we may firft obferve, that they 
are either Teneftrial, Amphibious, or Aquatick ; and 
16 nearly do Vegetables agree with Animals in mod 
points, except Local Motion and its Confequences* that 
from the Knowledge of the one we are reafonably led to 
the Difcovery of the other. 

Thofe Plants which I call Terreftrial are fuch as Trees, 
Shrubs and Herbs, which grow only on the Land, Thefe 
like Land Animals have diverfities ofFood, a Method of 
Generating, and certain Periods of Life. 

Of the Amphibious race, which live as well on Land as 
in the Waters, are the Willows, Ku/hes, Mirnhs, &c. 
thefe are not unlike in many refpeds to the Otter, Tortoife 
Frog, &c. ' * 

The Aquaticks, whether of Lakes, Rivers, or the Sea, 
are very numerous; thele may be compared with the 
Fifli-kind, and like them will not live out of their pro¬ 
per 



